The people behind the papers - Elena Popa and Abigail Tucker.
While many vertebrates have multiple sets of teeth over their lifetime, some, like humans, have just a single set of replacement teeth (diphydonty), while others, like mice, manage with a single set (monophydonty). This diversity raises both evolutionary questions - how did different tooth replacement strategies evolve? - and developmental ones - what mechanisms prevent replacement teeth in animals that have lost them? A new paper in this issue of Development tackles these questions with a molecular analysis of mouse tooth development. We caught up with first author Elena Popa and her supervisor Abigail Tucker, Professor of Development and Evolution at King's College London, to find out more about the work.